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UA/ BROKAW: Agein and again we have been hearing from the

Reagan administration how Nicarzguz's leftist government
is supporting the rebels in neighboring £1 Szlvador, and

how that is undermining demccracy in E1 Szlvador. Wnat
hes not been known until now is how extensively the
government of El Salvador is ziding the United

States-backed rebels in Nicaragua. Fred Freancis tonight

on this connection.

FRANCIS: NBC News has learned thet El1 Salvedor, bogged

down in a civil war it blames on Nicarzguez, is now deeply
1nvolvéd in the adhlnlSchthn s efforts to overthrow the

Nicaraguan government. Last August, the CI4& built a
supply depot Tor Nicaraguan rebels near the city of Lz

Union in southern El Szlvador. It is from & secret base

here that rebels in Coste Rica get their,air—dropped

supplies. So eacross this strategic gulf. (m2p incdicates

Gulf of Fonsecaz) ...weapons now go both wa.w, Szlveader

llowing its eirfields to be used by American-bzcked
bels because it believes leftist guerrilies in Szlvad
e suppliec by Marxist-Nicarazguaz. The arams flown out
Seivador gc to Nicarzguan rebel leader Eden Pastore,
who hes long denied CIA financing. Eut NBC News has
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learned: thet Pastorz has been sponsored by Washington §

nmore than two years and now has the support of El
Szlvador. Ancd Szlvador's involvement in the war for
Nicaregue goes much deeper. The mining of Kicarague's
poris, supervised by &mericans, originaztec from El
Szlvedor, and the frogmen whe lzid the mines were
‘Sglvadorans. That hzs infuriated Congress. the use of
kmericans and Selvadorans for z guesticnable operation
which coculd have been done by congressionzily-financed
Niceraguan rebels. These are rebel frogmen trzined by
United States, Nicazreguans who have blown up piers and
sown smell mines along the Atlantic and Pacific Coasts.

(several Lztin American frogmen are_shown) But they were

not used in the CIA's recent, controversiel mining.
Because of that anc congressional outrazge, the
administration's complicated Central Americen sirategy,
the words of one American ciplomat, is beginning to
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unrevel. rIred Francis, N3 C News, Tegn01ga; , Honduras.
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